
Using Your Digital Camera  

to Enhance Your 

Model Railroading 
By Bill Brown, MMR 



Programs Used 

• Adobe Photoshop 

• Adobe Reader 

–www.adobe.com 

• Microsoft WORD 

• Microsoft Excel 

–www.microsoft.com 



Archiving Your  

Photos and 

Projects 

A Word About… 



 



Backdrops …  

 
 









Taking the Photo(s) 

 

One Photo or 

Panorama? 



  

 



Taking the Photo(s) 

 
 

Camera 

 Settings 



 



“Stitching” Together 

Multiple Photos 



  

  



Editing The Photo 

 
- Adjust Colors 

- Repair Flaws 

- Remove Unwanted Features 

- Add Features 

- Replace Sky 

- Crop 



  



Decision Time! 

• Take it to a print studio for printing 
in one piece???  

– $8 to $12 per square foot 

• Print it yourself on your standard 
home printer ??? 

–For around a dollar or two 



To a Printer… 

•Paper 

•Vinyl 

•Cloth Based 



Examples: 

One-Piece Backdrops 

Printed By  

Our Print Shop 

  













































Do It Yourself… 

• Resize the Photo in  

Adobe Photoshop 

• “Section” the Photo  for 

Printing in Microsoft Excel 

• Save as a PDF in  

Adobe Reader 





Final Steps 

• Print Each Section 

• Number the Back 

• Cut Off Edges and Sky 

• Paint the Wall Flat Blue 

• Add Clouds and/or Hills (optional) 

• Glue Prints to the Wall (Elmers!) 

 

 



















 





 





 



 



 



Examples: 

Backdrops Made 

 With the  

“Home Printer” Method 

































Other Uses of 

Your Photos: 
 



Background 

Buildings 

































Painted Brick  

Building Sides 











Building Sides 







Doors 







Misc. Signs 















Window and Door 

Dressings 





















Street and Waterway 

 Extensions 















Brick, Block,  

and Stone Sheets 



 











Building Interiors 









Roofing Sheets 





Shake Shingles Dirty Gray 







Additional 

Content: 



Boats 



Newspaper Clutter 



Stained Glass 

Windows 
(Print on Clear 

Acetate) 



“Doctored” Photography 









Future Projects: 

•Vertical Skyscrapers 

•Printed Roadways 













Released 2015 

 

Convention 

 Show Price  

$49.99 



Bill Brown, MMR 

LARC Products 

PO Box 342 

Jamesville, NY 13078 

 

www.LARCProducts.com 


